
June 5, 2008: Rodriguez Supports Federal Budget With Increase in Veterans, Childrenâ€™s Health Funding, Tax Cuts to Middle Class

  

  WASHINGTON,  DC-Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez  (TX-23) today voted in the full House
of Representatives for a federal budget conference  agreement for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009 which
allows for a continued increase in  veterans and children's health care funding and gives fiscally
responsible tax  relief to middle income Americans.    

  

     

  

  &quot;This  budget cuts taxes for middle income families, provides necessary funding for  our
veterans and our children and does so in a fiscally responsible manner by  working to balance
the budget,&quot; said Rodriguez.   

  

     

  

  The  budget would allow the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to treat 5.8 million  patients
in 2009, including an estimated 333,275 Iraq  and Afghanistan  war veterans, many of whom
suffer from post-traumatic stress  disorder, traumatic brain injuries, or blast-related injuries.   

  

     

  

  Of the bill the American  Legion said &quot;This Budget Resolution for FY 2009 reflects the
continued  commitment to those earned benefits provided by a grateful nation in recognition  of
honorable military service. Therefore, The American Legion fully supports  the Budget
Resolution for FY 2009 of $48.2 billion . . .&quot;   

  

     

  

  Additionally,  the budget allows up to a $50 billion  increase to expand children's health
insurance to cover millions of uninsured  children and would also reduce tax burdens on middle
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income families and  taxpayers by extending the 10 percent individual income tax rate, giving 
marriage penalty relief, and the refundable child tax credit.   

  

     

  

  Below are some of the  specifics of the Fiscal Year 2009 Federal Budget on Veterans and
Middle Class  Tax Relief :  

     
    -  Rejects the health care   fee increases imposed by the President's budget, which total
$2.3 billion over five years, including a new enrollment fee   and pharmaceutical co-payment  
increases.    
    -  Increases funding to   speed disability claims processing, so   that VA can continue to  
reduce its backlog.    
    -  Includes two   deficit-neutral reserve funds to accommodate legislation to enhance  
veterans' education and increase other earned benefits, helping   them readjust to civilian life.
  
    -  Gives relief from the Alternative Minimum Tax Relief (AMT), benefiting more than 20  
million households, who would otherwise become newly subject to this tax.    
    -  Allows for enhanced   economic equity by providing for   estate tax reform, a tax credit for
school construction bonds, and   extending a number of key tax provisions, including the
research and   experimentation tax credit, the deduction for small business expensing,   and the
deduction for state and local sales taxes.   

  

     

  

  Some other specifics of the  Fiscal Year 2009 Federal Budget:  

     
    -  Balances the budget by   reaching a surplus of $22 billion in 2012 and $10 billion in 2013. 
  
    -  Responds to soaring   energy costs by helping promote renewable energy, clean fuel
technology,   and energy efficiency.    
    -  Makes education and   innovation investments that will generate economic growth and
jobs, make   college more affordable and improve student achievement    
    -  Invests in our   nation's infrastructure by repairing crumbling roads, bridges, transit,  
airports, and schools.    
    -  Makes our country   safer by providing robust funding for national defense and ensuring
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that   resources are available to address the most critical threats facing the   nation.     
    -  Protects the nation by   rejecting proposed cuts in law enforcement, the COPS program,  
firefighters, and other first responders.   

  

  # # #   

    Congressman Ciro D.  Rodriguez (TX-23) serves as a Member of the powerful House
Appropriations  Committee and the Veterans Affairs Committee.   For more information about
Rodriguez, see his website at http://rodriguez.house.gov .    
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